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Susan Sternau Studios
Where Creativity Happens
1001 Bridgeway #107, Sausalito
Oils, watercolors, prints, private art lessons
Commissions welcome. Free consultation.

Warren Buffett with teacher. Susan. He said I can tell every-
one | taught him everything he knows, “but that might kill

my business.”

Creative Teaching

What do you give a man who has everything on his
birthday? How about an experience he’s never had
before — creating a painting? But how do you si-
lence the inner critic and the fear of failure? Don’t
give them a chance to get started! A step-by-step.
“follow the bouncing brush” approach works beau-
tifully for everyone, and Warren Buffett and Bill
Gates were no exception.

"You were WONDERFUL today!! Everyone had a fabulous time,
especially Warren Buffett and Bill Gates..... they couldn't believe
they had so much fun doing something they never thought they'd
do. Warren made a point of telling David and me how terrific
you were and how patient you were, so thought you should know
you were very much appreciated. " Sharon Osberg and David Smith

T 415.331.1668

First Week ds Calendar

OPEN STUDIO
SATURDAY & SUNDAY
OCTOBER 1ST & 2ND
2TOSPM
Mark your Calendar today!

Creative hosts and art lovers, David and Sharon spent
multiple sessions with me perfecting an experience they
had enjoyed on a recent vacation, where an artist lead
them step-by-step in the creation of a landscape paint-
ing. Three landscapes later, I had a subject, inspired by
my recent hike on Angel Island that could be completed
in about an hour. By having written down each step as |
painted, and numbering the colors on each palette for
easy mixing, (not to mention having already painted the
same scene three times). I was confidently able to lead
their guests to a successful and pleasing result.

Sharon and David holding their Angel Island Paintings. My
demonstration painting (version 3) is on the easel.
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Another creative teaching challenge for me this
summer was leading a team building painting pro-
Ject for Genentech’s Xolair Marketing Group dur-
ing their retreat in Sausalito. The goal was to help
team members with vastly different art experience
manage visual chaos by working together to create
a cooperative artwork. Given a choice of painting
water, sky or land, team members worked on can-
vases of different shapes and sizes to be later dis-
played together in tiers-- creating a panorama of the
Sausalito waterfront.
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Two of the Genentech painters display their work.

They began with an hour sketching session in the
park, and finished up with a two hour painting ses-
sion at an improvised art studio in the Casa Mad-
rone hotel. Here, | helped them transfer their
sketches to canvas and transform them into acrylic
paintings. The group was able to create a vibrant
artwork that expressed their energy and creativity
both individually and as a team — and gave them all
a sense of great accomplishment — achieving what
they didn’t think they could do.

Group sketching session in Sausalito’s Gabrielson
Park, April 2005

Genentech’s Xolair Marketing group shows off their panorama
of Sausalito waterfront in tiers of water, land and sky.

About half-way done...
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